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Why You Should Work with a Forestry Consultant

Would you ever consider representing
yourself in a trial if you faced
allegations that you committed a crime
and are completely innocent?

You would want to use the most
knowledgeable and experienced
attorney you could get regardless.

Nor would you represent yourself in a
lawsuit that could result in you having
to pay a large sum of money so that you
wouldn't have to pay a lawyer for their
services.

Would you sell your current home or real estate without having an estimate of the property so that you know
you are getting a fair and competitive price for your property?

You also wouldn't attempt to buy anything without knowing its value beforehand.

Too often, landowners choose to manage their timberlands or sell their timber themselves to save from
paying a professional and miss out on all the knowledge a qualified forestry consultant offers. This is
especially true for absentee landowners who can’t be present at the most critical times during the life of your
timber stands.

First and foremost, a consultant can assist with the preparation of a Management Plan that will serve as a
“Road Map” for your timberland. These plans will consist of stand descriptions and delineations that will
differentiate individual stands (e.g., Pine, Hardwood, or Mixed) by age and composition. The Management
Plan will also have harvesting schedules, intermediate thinnings, and management applications to maximize
the landowner’s return on investment.

Second, forestry consultants can
prepare and advertise timber sales for
their landowner clients to buyers ready
to be harvested. This service is probably
the most essential service that
consultants provide.

A reputable consultant will inventory
(cruise) the timber for the landowner
before the advertisements are sent out
to ensure that the timber’s actual value
is known. They will mark stand
boundaries and provide maps with the
bid requests so the buyers know they
are all bidding on the right stand.

The bids will be opened at a set day, time, and location by the consultant, who will advise the landowner
whether an acceptable offer was received.



Following the timber sale, the consultant will handle all contracts between the timber buyer and seller. | hey
will also address any performance bonds that ensure the logger follows all State and Federal Best
Management Practices and returns the property to an acceptable condition before leaving the

tract. Additional services provided by Forestry Consultants are map preparation, stand regeneration, site prep
treatments, controlled burns for site prep, and intermediate management. They can also include logger
supervision, forest health evaluation, cost share applications, tax preparation, and many more services
landowners may not be aware of.

The benefits of using a professional forestry consultant are numerous. Still, the main benefit is peace of mind
knowing you have knowledgeable representation in creating value from your timberland. Whether you are a
new timberland owner, have owned the property for many years, or have property passed down from
generation to generation, a Forestry Consultant can help with all management areas. When considering the
investment in using a Professional Forestry Consultant to manage your timberland, I'm reminded of a quote
from an unknown author:

“If you think it is expensive to hire a professional, just wait till you hire an amateur.”

If you are looking for a list of qualified forestry consultants in your area, | suggest contacting your State
Forestry Commission office, State Board of Registered Foresters, the Association of Consulting Foresters, and
the Society of American Foresters.
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Client Success Sto

Get to Know Earl & Wanda Barrs of Gully Branch Farms, who
share their story rich in history and their commitment to
forestry and education in Georgia.

Proper Seedling Planting Video

With planting season in full swing, proper seedling planting is
of primary importance to ensure your seedlings not only
survive, but thrive and grow into the the stand of prime
specimen trees you expect.

Watch this informative video from Jeff Smith of Scotch Land
Management & Plywood and Paul Jeffreys, Ph.D., Reforestation
Advisor to see how its done.




Have questions about planting? Ready to schedule your seedling pickup or delivery?

Prepare for your Planting Success

ArborGen is dedicated to the success of our customers. In keeping with this commitment, we
have created a “Daily Planting Log” available at our nurseries.

This log will allow the contractor to document the details of the
seedlings at delivery, including the condition of the seedlings, seedling
type, and packaging. Along with the initial inspection, the planter will
be able to keep track of the date of planting, weather conditions as
well as planting tool used. All of this information can be recorded and
readily accessible in the event of any questions after planting is
complete.

Make sure you request a Daily Planting Log to be included in your

delivery or pick-up.
should you have any questions.

Download the Planting Log Sheet

Need a trusted partner to guide the way? Get in touch with a Reforestation Advisor to explore your options!
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